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Pilot Study of NK-cell Activity in Yoga Instructors
at Rest, and Before and After Practicing Yoga

Miku Tsukamoto ', Rika Kimoto ?, Eiji Uchida*®
Munemitsu Fukushi *, Isao Kambayashi®

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine NK-cell activity in yoga instructors at rest, and before and after yoga.
For the study of NK-cell activity at rest, the subjects were eight yoga instructors (one male and seven female),
along with 14 young adult males, and 16 young adult females for the control group (Study @). For the study of
NK-cell activity before and after yoga, the subjects were four yoga instructors (Study @). NK-cell activity was
measured using *'Cr labeled K562 targets. The values of NK-cell activity at rest for the yoga instructors were not
significantly different from those of young males and females. For NK-cell activity of yoga instructors before and
after 90 minutes of yoga, the NK-cell activity increased significantly after practicing yoga. These results suggest
that NK-cell activity in yoga instructors increases after acute yoga and might inhibit the decline of NK-cell activity
due to aging, especially for individuals who practice yoga on a long-term basis.
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1. #

fEER DO PRFEE, ANEOE (Qality of life : QOL) &
FIEEIATRTH 525, EHOMH, 501, BRI X -
THRIBRAENO BTN 2 5. — i, —#EioMLw
JEI) R R LA TIXRIEREEMKT L, —FT, #EE
BB RIERRE  F D, AEEHERO TR G RO
REMERFICEINT 2 Z LA ST ad (8K, 2004).

RIEFM R IRED 12 & L TCNK (Natural Killer)
fapkpeA T S, AR —HEH - Tn 5.
V) USERD 1T A NKMKIE, 7 A )V 2 & dstiiie <
NESANE %2 fRak 3 2 &, BRI BWT, AEEIc B
5525 V0BT THEN—T ) Y EEDIRAL
D, TRM=YZAZFELZY LT, HEOMTZ 5E
5. )& NKHlL & OB #EIZDOWTIEZ O
HY, HEEEODHHITEHEEO L H LKL T
NKidPEd s %2 "3 2 & (Crist et al, 1989), &% K
HRH 24 0> 5 0 B 1 NG 2R T S8 5 2 & sl
ENTW5S (Nieman, 1994). F 7z, Nieman et al. (1993)
&, BEERNZICEEE (80% VO,max) B & OHIRE
(50% VO,max) T455-# o ML v K I VR % 170,
NEKHIE G P & i BE TUE AL DS M W 23, 5750 BE T U3
BHIE R I EE T O L~V & KIEIC B> 722 & 28 L
Tw5. Strasner et al. (1997) &, KM% 5 I2EH
JE (80% VO,max) & OHiRE (40% VO,max) T25
SHEOBEEZ XEE) &2 17 R, SREOEBHO
&, NKHEHA ST o722 2HMELTWE. 20
132, B & NKANE & o#ICIE, WEHBICHW
ol (NKiPERMila, NK¥72=v I, NKHiEo
MR EETE R 7L - ASS) X o TR OB
bl dbHEINTNS.

WA, N4 OREFGEMIEEE D, S F S s
WAT LTV %h, TRACERFIZECTH FRICT
ZBWHEELT, 4 v FREEOIFTVPEER IR TY
L. 3K, BN (AY T4 v 7)) REMENS B
LYTHMEELRI LMD, PEEFRLTHELR MK
HEOZRWEATHRY AR T WIEETHL. IHDE
ML Rk R — 2121%, FHEOMEIZH 5 HAMER %
JEAL72IREZ RO D DAL LMY AnbhTwa. 3
HOEBKRIZEL 5 FEKG - LHEEIEE LT, KEEEREY R
5 X7 DA (Mahajan et al,1999; Schmidt et al.,
1997), Wik o P MBIZRAHRIETE & BiBEZERIH A<
Bhn (Satyanarana et al, 1992), FEWE e H Al#E R G

il

Table 1 Physical characteristics the subjects.

IHTA ANT 7 F—IZBIF A NK s

B~ A%E (Kimoto et al, 2021) 2SHiE XN Tw 5.
F72, VI sE¥—Tva R E LT, A b L ABRERHR
OWE CEAR, 2009, HEiEAs, 2010) R, A PL A<
AVAYMELTHEHEIN TS (K, 2006).

3 77 O BRI R WP E ARG E) 2 iR LT 5 &
EHIT, HAMRSRIGE) & B L) < A VE VRl
35 (OKE - #H 1994). KE (2001) 1%, #kHimIC
A RERT H50LDFB L E2 R IZ905H D I F R4
BULBERRERF L2 A, AL ABREICIHR
FTAEIERERNVE YO INTF I — D20~ 47% WA
L7zZeZHMELTWS. T2, MBI TR LT
W R IVE Y, FIRBARIVE 33 HOMHIZ L 5T
B, HAHVIIIEF LW & H RO TV A, Kimoto
et al (2021) &, 4E#hE I HEEICHE H LT ARG
BrBat Lz s, I AERZSEDEHEL TV
BIXSAERMOZ L L LT, S X 5 HEMESRG
BT 2IHI LAz %2R L. ZokHIe, HEm,
WM 7% 3 77 O FEA B REERENG- 2 B IEFERIR 12O
T, BT 2% KICHESND L)1k >TE
7o Lo LA, 37 % HE%E - ST A
W7eh% <, BHIWRIEIZOWTOHEIZ 2.

SAA VAT 7Y —1E, BHOLH ZaFxFi -
BETHIED, MDA VAT ZI—DL Y AYADE
R | M O %2R A2ELTHE2S I T OIT%
BHLTwAE, o2&, HEIZL~2NEED I HE
B2 BUIMICAT) BIFH L 0RT, A D SRR
NONPRRIREL BRI EPEZONSL. 22T, &
Wgecid, a oA v A NS 7 7 —12B 5 NKMBEN:
DRl % ZZEHE B £ OV 3 T ERHT 2D\ THRBII
WIsZezHME Lz, F72, NKHIRREEON#EIC
X BZEEE, 20 TE—2ZIEL, OBIZHiRL Tw
LT EWIRENTWE HIRbE, 1984) &b, 3
HORMINBEZ ST 2720, e NKHR S
Wr Il VA NI 7 ¥ — EHEZF TR - BEf L, %
WGk TR HIE LT,

2. 757 &

2—1. RO : REFEFICH (T ZFHE

WEFZARAZ =V (ATH) 12T, A VAN 27—
EBOL8% BW1K, KMETH) Thotz IHHE
BRAERUE, 149 = 258ETH o7z wtEE LT, #kkiRY
% 3 ARERIEE O T R K304 (P44,

group Sex Age (yrs) Height (cm) Weight (kg) BMI (kg/m?)
) Male (n=1) 39.0 171.0 61.0 20.9
Yoga instructor
Female (n=7) 474 £ 78 158.4 = 2.0 489 £ 2.2 19.4 £ 0.8
Control Male (n=14) 229 +1.0 1705 + 1.4 63.4 = 2.0 21.8 = 0.6
ontro
Female (n=16) 21.6 0.2 160.1 = 1.1 534 + 1.2 20.8 = 0.5

Vales are mean = SE
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16%) HFEBIZBM L7z, Table 11285 o & R4
WZOWTR L7z, SR EROTRR % 5203 7= % bl A3
ML, R E R o 72 9 RIS, BATENESE (7
TAE) AT, WL Y 5mloRIZE v, 5
METTAANRIZTACTIZTHRAEL 2.

2—2. WEQ: AHERHEICH T 55

WREZEMEITA VAN 27— 4% (460 £ 35
%, 1588 +34 cm, 495 = 38kg, BML 19.7+16) TH o
7o FARERERL, 173 £ LIETH o7, T HES
Hi 2O NK AL S 2 2 B A T 5720, 5%
F 4 T EBRENIC B\ TL3H3020 % 5 158 £ T?D90%
W, IHZE/RL. FIHONEIL, RODL105 I
firdEE e LCR—%Hh - A — KT EIMIENLERL,
HEL, T4 -8 - RESOFRKAKES X OEATORE
D) X L GEITIL & B S8 M E T o 72, RD105
BiZA > NI 79 —F LN B - 5B - BEos) X
R LR IFR AT, SRR 2R % F2H L
7. TOBRIIEMNBEADHMIHE A R E AT 7.
KBEOIF N REHEEBN =Y - N FT = F &
MEN B EZ R LIBZ RSO AEML A & BRI
%5450, 79— =% —< LN 5 M % 10551
TV OG- 72.

WHRE 4%, 3IH L GRERIE 2 fERT 5720
WHENT G ET (Sport tester PE-3000, Polar Electro
) 2eE L, IAERP OO (Heart rate, DL
THR) #I5BICiek L7z, RIMIZERORR % %0
7o F AN L, 9040 0 I A BIMATT (Before) & #%
T (After) 12, BAFES (FVEHRE) 2T
JHH#IR & D 5 mlORIMZ ATV, 5HETT A AN
T4CITTHREFL .

2—3. NKHIfgEMOFE RO LVO)

NKH B A E AT (RS 27—z )v)
W&, O'CriEs: 2 v CilliE Sz, Ficoll-Conray
HaRHWT, KMih» 5 BHMEEZ 5L 72, 96D U
KA 72 AV F v —FL— M2 2 x10°0 KA L HA%
Ml % A, S CrismiE i % 1 x10PAh 7z (=
777 —#ilg (B) WM (T) oka1320:1&
L72). 37TCOHCOA v F 2 R—% — T4 MREEL 7
%, FEZPHEL, ZORICEINLETAY M—T"
A=Ay —TCHlE L7 NKARE (K562) %
SHELEY (Na,'CrO,) THEFL, Z ORE#Mils =
72 & =M X BE SRzt S g B
D'CrEHEL. UTORXRZHCT, %EECrik
Wil 2 NK S o sFli & U<, BEaials o s 4
% TR L7 %K Cr il - NK M 5 Pl =
C'Cr E B —'Cr FARIREE) / C'Cri KI##E-""Cr H
SRIFEE) <100, ¥, NKMKLEEOSEMEIE, 18~
40%TH 5.

2— 4. $HEHE

WHE#ERAL T RCTPIMHE £ FHEFRAE (Mean + SE)
THLZZ F—F 05, BEOKEFETY 7 T
JASP (Jeffreys's Amazing Statistics Program) /X— 3 3
Y0141 (T AAT VY ARFDISATSE) 2L
7z. JASP &, AEOMEHAENT Y 7 b & HFEE O FERE
Thy, BETHHLRLTWA ¥y — 7 AR ER
TWwa (&K - WA, 2020). MEHDOHIIE, 7Y —
Y 7 b G*Power 3.19.7 (Windows) (/N4 1) v k-
4 A RFBFE) 2 L7 (Faul et al, 2007). 2 #ERH
DI DLLBIZ, WFED T HASF LT & & FRGE
IR L7288, WeodbtEr vz, ZEEO
AR B AR D MEET 121, Pearson’s DR A B 7047 % H v
72, 3WMOFHMEOLLELIE, —ITllE S 21T -
7o, B, fabEFE L %A E L.

2—-5. RENERE

AHFFEEANIV 2 ¥ FEF ORI Y Efg S h/zd o
THY, WEEOWNREIIIMEDOBE, ks X%
D etk e &2 LI E R TIHPI L2 T72, #F%E
NOZIMIVOTHMY IED LI EHNTE, ThIZEo
T 2 ZAFRE S B S e L 2B L7z, Ll
Wik, SO EEFICEL 25 Tr e 2 L7z
3, AWFIEILALHRESHE KO e B & O KL
T CERS N (EBRWHME2021061001).

3. % R

3—1. HRO : REEFICH T 5 NKHkEM
LIEIC BT 5 NKH i, B%A v A b5 2
7 —T400 %, KPA AT 27 % —T361 = 51 %,
FAERVET398 = 35 %, HAELMET322 + 29 % TH -
72. Fig. 112, 3HA VAT 75— LB TH B HHE
BLoONKMEEO LR L7, aA4 YA b
75—, FEBB XL 3BV E LR L 7
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Fig. 1 NK-cells activity at resting in yoga instructor and control
groups. Mean = SE
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Fig. 2 Correlation between the NK-cells activity and age in
yoga instructors at rest.

LEZAhH, WTNOEMICHOARZIBEDOLNLh o7,
AHA YA LT 27— 840 NKMBLEH O & 4Eih &
OMBAMEEZRF L& 25, HREAMBEERITED ST
ol (r=-042, p =030 (Fig. 2). ¥72, NK
MR L I TIE L OMBEMERE L2225, A
ELRMEERIIAD SN D572 (r=-044,p = 027).

3—2. HRO®: ALKERIEICH T 2 NKHITEMES
K IHEREHR DAL

Fig. 3123 A9t o NK MBS0 P2 R L
72, FHERMM00 = 57 % & LT, I HEME
498 + 86 % LARITHIML: (t (4) = 343, p < .05,
95 % CI[-38.1, -141], Cohen’'s d = 1.71,1 - = 0.633).
F7z, FHERTO 3IHOLHBOFHEIE, 841 =+
15.1 beats/min T&H - 7= (Fig. 4).

4. & £

KEfFeCiZIHA VA NF 27 & =128 5 NK ML
PEIZDWT, R X 09 FERRH O L S 36
PGS L7z AR, S TDA YA NT 7 5 —
FRAEDLERRBET A 2 & T, LEF O NK Mo T
HEWZEG- L CW A WREENH ), FOMITEES L R
BETHLIENPHONE R /2 H—0 3 B
BT H NK ARG DB AR &7z

CHHICBI LML Y, AL AT 77 —L
ST H B EAEF L O NKLEEOMICEZS R W &
LN E RS (Fig. 1), 72, aHA VA NT 7
¥ — D4ERNE NKAIGH IC oW BN 2 BET L2 &
A, WECEEREA S N2 572 (Fig. 2). —#£1Z,
RENF20MREE— 27 I T L, BB —fTdh
% NK Motk d — € DFkzmEs LIKTFF52 L
PRENTW S (BUULs, 1984). RKFETHA v A
NT 27— DL, TR H61E T TOILHMBETH Y
L5 SHBEIZOVWTIIBILS AL NG ol 2D

IHTA ANT 7 F—IZBIF A NK s
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Fig. 3 Changes in NK-cells activity before and after yoga exericise.
p < 0.05 by paired t-test Mean = SE, n = 4.

Before

LMD, AFA VAT I F =BT I TBEEOME
WeAs, INERIZRE D SLERERE IR T 2 HI L T B 2 e
EEINL. T2, FWPEVI eI TRFEOR S
WCHEGTHURESED S N, NKMKamtke 37
JiE & DR OMBEPEIC D W TR, Wi ORI
ROONLEDoTz. Gk, BBRAREHRT 52 L R4
i, AR, IAEEBRET HT LT, MEIZ & 5 NK
SO ZALEFHLMCT LI ENTEL 2D L
V. Kamei et al. (2000) &, I H O 2 BEDIS T
FERBEL TV DA YA NT 7 F—% WG, 3 FENMF
LRI OB & NKARLEEOZBLIC O W THRET L7z &
Zh, TI—F—Y—~ (IR IBIT%aPomHE
R & NKIEED EFICIEOMBBERZRLTWAS.
TG —F— X — LRI O 4T HETH
D AEMOERERDL ) Ty 7 ATE ST TH S (Telles
et al, 1993). Kamei et al. (2000) ®OHEITB VT,
TI—F =X =T L E, HEAGTIEORE
W T -3 g VIRBIZEATE, MilatniEgsss
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Fig. 4 Change inheart rate duringyoga exercise.
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G —F =X =BT TR T A2 & A, T A
TR TIPS & - CNK ML % SR T S & 5 h
HIERRBEBLTWS., ZOZENS, RifFEoa A
YANTZZ—IZBWTIE, HE A S W0 %
L, NKAHINEEPENE & 230 T AW REEATRIZE S N 5.
I ERARICBI LML), AL AT
5 — @ NKHMNEIE PO P 1L, Before & L L T,
After THE RO SN, BEADZEIZDOWT
b, 4%EHD Before & D b After THHHEDE 7% 5 4
HE o7 (Fig 3). NKMxEML X O8>y 1
VA JESe, G0 B RO & U CTEE 2 5H
o TV B 720, IHMEOTUMEII KA B2 2 B & FEo.
KEFFEICBWT, FAERT O 3 HITBIT 50815
DOFHHEIZ, 841 £ 151 beats/min Tdh - 7= (Fig. 4)
s, EEIREE 340 ~ 50%HRmax FEETH Y, &
HREAHEOEBWEH TE b ot E2ONSE. I
TIZ, NKHMBEECR T 2 B O EIIDOWTIE, i
JEICHKRFE L T b & DAL\, Hidk L7z Nieman et
al. (1993) DFEATHZEIZ BT, gk L EE) TI1E NKH
NGRS BIBIZ D DN h o 7228, RUFZEICBWTAH
FICEE - -ERE LT, I HMEOR— X RIS
BB L CTWAWREED S 5. NKHMIE 2 i 2 W8
Wi, Ay —7zuasf ¥ —uf*, Fuip
T TA v RENRHY, TNV T 4B E
OHFD1DTH5H. p-T ¥ FIVT 4 3T EARE5E
BRENSHTWENSLENVE A EFHULEHEZ ORI
EUVHPE T, WBHERLPIENE D259, NKMIZ
LT, Mg L oBsE 5 IR LRI~ R
GhEmODLEEZZONTWDS (B, 2000). Kay et
al. (1984) X f-T ¥ K7 4 ¥ ASNK MG M~ i
THILEEHREL TS, BHEEE OB LEMLRIC,
oI 100k L7z 2A -y KL 74
7% (OHH:353 = 088 ng/mL, 10H H :4.06 = 0.79
ng/mL) AWML Z 2L Tw5b (Yadav
etal, 2012). F7z, KE (2001) &, IHTD12DOR—
AR EREEDZ LI2X o THEMR 2 08 R
LRIEDREVEEZEML, JOK (1995, 1999) i,
3 7 ORI 7R MR TR S SRR 2 UL S 5 & il
LCTWwa, RIZEMEERPENTH S 2 Lid, FHIC
RELELHEWTIRETH L EERLTED, Ray et
al. (2001) &, I A OERIIEMY AL EIY kX,
PR REMIREZEC LHELTWE. ZhbDZ &g,
IHDOERICE > THRELMBMIREICR S 2 LT, Al
FAEWE M S ORBEEZ TwAIENEZ LN
B05 GHIEARNVEZDFEITOVWTLRAL T iwn
72, SHROBETH .
AWIROWBE LT, IHA VAT 7 ¥ — EFER
D3y bO—VHERE TId o 727280, IiECHE S NK
HINIEPE DI T OO HIZOWTIZ A VA T 7 ¥ —
EFHAER DI G 7V — T OF%E R T AR 2 a5 5

CEHPRETHH. T, T HERNTR O NKHTLETE
DOFHiTIE, n =4 DOBERAEBTHEFLTEBY, ity
A H7 & Cohen's d KEWb DD, il 1 - B)
1Z 0633 & A FIBRIBOAN T3 S bFRD Z &b, 5tk
BB RS L THRET T2 2800 ETH L. 5
W2, 3 A FEREHE O NKHFLE L0 3 AEROE
HBTHo72720, ZOBRDOEEIIOWTIHITE TV
WHEBRIT O NS, RROMEEE BE T 5 729121330
RN O BIFHBZOMEZMA TEML, MidT5Z L
WLEETH 5.

RIS, TEOBERILES ORI, KA T
HYBRDBOEORIREEEDL I ENTE L HRIGE D%
W, 2 U THREBERRENOF =M 2 T AEIE R & 0 IR %
D, KWFEICB VT I M HARAHEIMRN D 2 hb
53, RIERENOREORVEETH L 2 LA L0
WEN S WSRO ZEAL R &3 HEO F 5%
FENORED S SIS, I AERICL ) HIEKOWN
B2 & f ke & MEFE 9 5 07, FEbenT REZ QOL ) =02k &
BORFE, EFHEECETE 522 L ITIfFT 5

5. % #&

AWFZEIL, FHA YA T2 & =128 5 NKMLG
PEDOFHIIZDOWT, R X OV 3 FERT % OZ/L &
D FHBINMRES 2 AT > 7. ERBRIGUTOMEY TH 5.
1. ZHIRIZ B 5 NKHBRE o<, 1~ A b
T 05— LR LR L ORI BT
ROLNL Doz

2. FHA VAT 7 —ONKMNIEIEDOE & 4 &
OMEMEZBE L2225, MEICHEEEEALR
ol

3. IHEREHICBT S NKMIGEEO T, 2
HFERRT & LT, I ERRICAFICEmL 7.

Pz rs, B0 B9 T F a2 EfiT
% LM RE 9 NKHR G o T 258l S 7, B
OH—@ I HOERIZHB VT, NKHILIELEZ BN &
5 Z LN TEDLWRMAVRIR S NIz, RIFFETIE, BBk
HZRIANAVALNTGT 2 —IZBELTWEHDD, ki
M7 3 7 OFEE HHZERRE O ML oMl X 0
TIADEE DO T I ENEZLNS.
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