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Axis of culturally enjoying sport :
From the intersection of the culture theory of Huizinga and Ortega

Shigeki Koshikawa

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore each cultural theory that the way of thinking about sport of
Huizinga and Ortega was based on, to clarify the ideological commonalities between cultures, and to refer to the
background of different views of sport. The results were organized as follows. 1) Huizinga criticized real sport
from the perspective of play, but recognized the cultural value of sport itself. Ortega also recognized the cultural
value of sport. However, the sport underlying his thought was found to be a kind of ideal image rather than a
real sport. Both fundamentally recognized the cultural value of sport. 2) As ideological commonalities between
Huizinga and Ortega's cultural theory, the following three points were recognized: (i) culture was an effort to
the well-being of the community, (ii) culture was dynamic, and (iii) cultural leaders were required to open up
their own environment with a voluntary attitude. 3) Ortega recognized the human and cultural values of sport
as a voluntary effort that was a free and vigorous impulse. On the other hand, Huizinga feared that life without a
spirit could lead to the loss of culture, and warned that real sport was following that path. Ortega and Huizinga
also placed the importance of reason in life or ethical spirit at the core of human and cultural understanding, but
the former regarded it as obvious and the latter pointed out the danger.
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