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Diffusion of Baseball into Burkina Faso and the Self-Realisation of a former
member of the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers

Naoki Chiba

Abstract

This study focuses on the experiences of Deai Yuta who taught baseball to children in Burkina Faso as a former
member of the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV) from 2008 to 2010. After finishing his work with
the JOCV, he continued to support them in order that Burkinian players could sign contracts with professional
teams in Japan. The aim of this study is to clarify 1) the process of diffusion of baseball into Burkina Faso,
2) analysis of examples where players participated in tryouts to become a professional player with the Kochi
Fighting Dogs franchise which belongs to the Independent Baseball League of Shikoku, and 3) examination of the
differences of baseball culture between Japan and Burkina Faso. The data is based on four hours of interviews
with Deai Yutah between November, 2014 and March, 2016.

Baseball was expanded into Burkina Faso from the Republic of Mari in 1999. The Burkina Faso Baseball
Federation was founded and it entered into the International Baseball Federation in 2004. As of 2014 the number
of baseball players was 400 distributed amongst 20 teams. Interviews revealed that Deai chose to support
Burkinan players, because they had aspirations to become professionals in Japan. As a result, he achieved his self-
realisation of supporting Burkinan players through his experiences of the JOCV. He learned about key differences
in the culture of baseball between Japan and Burkina Faso. While Japanese baseball is controlled by coaches
through a hierarchical structure and the use of hand signals, Burkina baseball is aggressive and spontaneous for
players. Overall, he compared and contrasted the relationship between differences in baseball culture and the
broader way of life in the two countries through his experiences of the JOCV in Burkina Faso.

Key words : Baseball, Burkina Faso, the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV), Sport for Development
and Peace
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